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switching means 23, inserted into the gripper means 52 



of the corresponding plate cylinder 1 and supplied to 
(57) Abstract: the cylinder. 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To make it unnecessary for 
an operator to put a printing plate on printing plate 
supply equipment in an exact color sequence beforehand, 
by a method wherein a discrimination mark provided for 
the printing plate is detected by a mark detecting 
means, a color plate of the printing plate is 
discriminated in accordance with the result of the 
detection, and a direction of carriage of a carrying 
means for the printing plate is switched over. 

SOLUTION: A mark detecting means 30 detects a 
discrimination mark of a printing plate in the uppermost 
part of a printing plate accommodating cassette. Next, a 
control means 40 judges and discriminates a color plate 
of the printing plate according to a detection signal of 
the mark detecting means 30. In accordance with the 
result of this discrimination, a switching means 23 is 
selected and moved so that the printing plate be carried 
to the side of a corresponding plate cylinder I. The 
corresponding plate cylinder 1 is rotated by a driving 
means 50 and positioned at a position where the printing 
plate can be inserted into a corresponding gripper means 
52. Subsequently, the printing plate is sucked and 
separated by one by a sucking-separating means 21, 
guided to a corresponding separate carrying path by the 
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